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Department of Energy 
Fernald Environmental Management Project 

P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

(513) 738-6357OcT f 3 4993 
DOE-2005-93 

M r .  Donald R. Schregardus 
D i r e c t o r  
Ohio Environmental P ro tec t i on  Agency 
1800 Watermark D r i v e  
Room A1147 
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0149 

IDENTIFICATION OF NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEES 

Dear M r .  Schregardus: 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  you regard ing the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Natura l  Resource Damage 
Trustees f o r  the  Fernald Environmental Management P ro jec t  (FEMP). 
o f  t h e  Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and L i a b i l i t y  Act  
(CERCLA) prov ides f o r  the  des ignat ion  o f  Federal and S ta te  t r u s t e e s  who s h a l l  
be respons ib le  f o r  t h e  assessment o f  p o t e n t i a l  damages f o r  i n j u r y  to ,  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f ,  l o s s  o f ,  o r  t h r e a t  t o  n a t u r a l  resources, as a r e s u l t  o f  a 
re lease o f  a hazardous substance o r  a d ischarge o f  o i l .  

Sect ion 107 

The Uni ted States Environmental P ro tec t i on  Agency (U.S. EPA) has determined 
t h a t  the  Consent Agreement, as amended under CERCLA $6 120 and 106(a), 
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  U.S. Department o f  Energy (DOE) as the  respons ib le  p a r t y  w i t h i n  
the  meaning o f  Sect ion 107 [Consent Agreement as amended, V I I ( B ) ( 5 ) ] .  The 
Ohio Environmental P ro tec t i on  Agency (OEPA) may have t rus teesh ip  f o r  c e r t a i n  
resources, and under CERCLA, may be e n t i t l e d  t o  a c t  i n  the  t r u s t e e  capac i ty .  
As such, DOE requests t h a t  you i n d i c a t e  how you wish t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f u t u r e  
na tu ra l  resource t r u s t e e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  the  FEMP s i t e .  Fo l low ing  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t  by the  Natura l  Resource Trustees, we p lan  t o  
i n i t i a t e  a se r ies  o f  meetings t o  address the  na tu ra l  resource damage 
assessment process. 

I n  managing t h e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  the DOE i s  charged w i th  the  dual r o l e  o f  CERCLA 
lead agency and n a t u r a l  resource t rus tee .  The Consent Agreement, as amended 
between DOE and U.S. EPA, governs the  Remedial I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and F e a s i b i l i t y  
Study (RI/FS) process f o r  t he  FEMP. For e f f i c i e n t  management o f  t he  CERCLA 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t he  s i t e  has been d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  Operable Un i t s .  The R I / F S  
process requ i res  t h e  development o f  base l ine  r i s k  assessments f o r  each o f  t h e  
s i t e ' s  operable u n i t s ,  and w i l l  i nc lude eco log ica l  and environmental data.  
Operable U n i t  5 i s  respons ib le  f o r  t he  s i t ew ide  eco log ica l  r i s k  assessment 
which may i d e n t i f y  impacts t o  na tu ra l  resources r e s u l t i n g  f rom a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
DOE and i t s  predecessor agencies. 
requ i res  the  coo rd ina t i on  o f  p lans, s tud ies,  and assessments o f  hazardous 
s i t e s .  
w i t h  the  ass is tance and cooperat ion o f  t h e  OEPA. 

The Consent Agreement as amended f u r t h e r  

This  coo rd ina t i on  i s  c u r r e n t l y  be ing conducted by DOE and U.S. EPA, 
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DOE i s  very i n te res ted  i n  working with you i n  our natura l  resource e f f o r t s .  I f  
you are i n te res ted  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the t rus tee  a c t i v i t i e s ,  please contact  
Pete Yerace, t he  DOE Authorized O f f i c i a l  f o r  t he  FEMP, a t  (513) 648-3161. 

Sincerely, 

3. P h i l  Hamric 
Manager 

cc: 

W. Kurey, U.S. F ish and W i l d l i f e  Service 
J. A. Saric, U.S. EPA 
K. A. Chaney, EM-424 TREV 
K. L. Alkema, FERMC0/65-2 
J. K. Mailander, FERMC0/19 
S. Huff, U.S. Dept. o f  I n t e r i o r  
H. Harbeck, Army Corps o f  Engineers 
Administrat ive Record, FERMCO 


